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The distinction between facts and truth is not perhaps evi- 
dent at first thought, but it is one of no small value as an aid to 
clear thinking. In a recently issued brochure on The " Two 
Bibles," Dr. George Dana Boardman, of Philadelphia, has em- 
phasized its value in the study of nature as a revelation of God, 
while also making reference to its usefulness in the study of the 
Bible. The distinction in this second realm is certainly not 
unimportant. A fact is what happens — a truth is what is. 
Facts are fragmentary and may be temporary. Truths are, rela- 
tively at least, complete, and are eternal. Facts are the outward 
shell of things ; truth is the central essence of things. It is a 
fact that Isaiah preached after this manner or that to the children of 
Israel. It is a truth that God reveals himself and his thoughts to 
men through those who are fitted to receive and communicate His 
thought. It is a fact that Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans 
in the year 70 A. D. It is a truth that national sin sows the 
seeds of evil which bring national disaster. It is a fact that 
Jesus died at the hands of the Jews. It is a truth that between 
human sin and divine holiness there is necessary hostility and that 
divine love pours itself out in seeking the salvation of sinners. 



Apart from the truths which they severally illustrate, or 

which, taken together, they prove, facts may be wholly valueless 

or even positively harmful ; of this our daily newspapers are 

constantly furnishing us illustrations. Truths may be saddening, 
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but can never be other than healthful and helpful. The knowl- 
edge of facts is indispensable to the student, for only by them is 
truth suggested or established. But facts without truths are as 
unprofitable pabulum as husks without grain. 



Unfortunately it has been the vice of much of our study of 
the Bible that it has divorced facts from truths. It has either 
sought to reach truth without first ascertaining facts, or else it 
has contented itself with finding out facts, and has failed to push 
on to discover truth. The former method gives us unsubstantial 
theological theories. The latter yields us a secularized Bible. It 
is the great virtue of the present movement in the direction of an 
inductive and scientific study of the Bible that it emphasizes the 
necessity of ascertaining facts as prerequisite to the attempt to 
see and announce truth. Its danger is that it shall become so 
absorbed in the fascinating search for facts that it shall forget 
that they are valuable only as the expression of truths. The old 
way — if we may so call it, bearing in mind that in fact both ten- 
dencies have always been more or less operative — the old way was 
right in its aim, right in its recognition of the supreme value of 
truth, but awry in its method. The new way can hardly be said 
to be right in its method and wrong in its aim ; it is rather in 
danger of losing sight of its aim and of becoming in consequence 
defective both in aim and method. 



Against both these tendencies to defective and imperfect 
methods of study all students of the Bible who study it in the 
love of it ought to guard themselves and others. The neglect of 
facts is really a disregard of truth and the substitution for it of 
speculation or imagination. On the other hand, to give exclusive 
attention to facts is to ignore the true character of all the books 
that make up the Book, for whether they be history, ritual or 
prophecy, gospel, epistle or apocalypse, they are everywhere per- 
meated with a religious purpose. Neither of these methods is 
either more reverent or scientific. In fact no method of Bible 
study is either truly scientific or truly reverent which does not 
combine the investigation of facts and the search for truth. 
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But if this be true, if facts must be known in order to reach 
truth, and if truth must be gained in order to give value to facts, it 
follows that the two great requisites for successful Bible study are 
investigation and insight. Facts come only by investigation. The 
books of the Bible come to us as histories, sermons, letters. 
Each of these classes of literature requires for its understanding 
historical investigation. This investigation must cover a wide 
range. Geography, politics, military operations, schools of 
thought, conflicts of opinion all belong within its scope. It can- 
not be too broad or too exhaustive. But when the facts have 
been gained, then insight must come into complete the work. 
Not that this is a peculiarity of Bible study. The same principle 
holds in all the higher realms of thought, whether of art, or 
poetry, or history, whether in music, or sociology, or geology. 
He only who has insight perceives the higher things. It is 
greatly to be desired that the Bible study of the future should 
be characterized by the intelligence and the patience needful to 
make thorough investigation of facts, and by the spiritual sympa- 
thy and insight which enable the student to see the great spirit- 
ual truths which lie behind and within the facts. The conditions 
of such insight in Bible study differ from its conditions in other 
realms only as the nature of the facts themselves differ. Histor- 
ical insight does not necessarily involve artistic insight, and 
artistic insight does not necessarily carry with it that spiritual 
and moral insight which enables one to grasp the great truths of 
the Bible. But in every realm the essential conditions of prog- 
ress are these two — investigation to discover facts, trained 
insight to discern truths. Ruskin has somewhere said that it is 
of our own will whether we see in the muddy pool in the street 
the refuse and the mud, or the reflection of the bright sky and 
the fleecy clouds overhead. It is scarcely less true that it is a 
question of personal power of insight whether in the facts of any 
science we see only gross and largely useless facts, or the reflec- 
tion and the expression of the infinite thoughts and the benefi- 
cent purposes of God. 

The question is asked in some quarters to -day, " Is the Bible 
really necessary to the life of the church and the individual?" 
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Why should such a question arise? What does it mean that the 
question should be put? The intellectual and spiritual situation 
which prompts it is undoubtedly due to the widely -extended 
uncertainty concerning the true doctrine of Scripture. Criticism is 
responsible in part for this uncertainty. The mere possibility of 
approaching the Bible from this point of view, of challenging it 
concerning its right to speak authoritatively in this or that sphere, 
tends to unsettle men's minds. Another fruitful source of uncer- 
tainty lies in the influence exerted by the new light thrown on 
other religions and other sacred books, for which similar claims 
are made. Is the Bible one among these bibles? Can it demand 
a higher place, a unique place? The tendency of all such inves- 
tigation, criticism and comparison is simply to suggest to some 
earnest men this way out of the difficulty — the assertion that the 
Bible is not basal after all, not indispensable to Christianity. 



Another cause as potent in fact, more potent, lies nearer to 
the heart and conscience of the people. It is this : that wrong 
use of Scripture by the teachers and leaders of the church has 
belittled its authority. Thus men have, in one case, rejected it, 
but in larger numbers practically concluded that Christianity is 
better off by putting the Bible in a subordinate place. To speak 
plainly and simply, there are multitudes of Christian people in 
whose lives the Bible plays a very secondary part. It is not vital 
in their Christian experience. No doubt, they have a reverence for 
it, and read it. No doubt they receive it second-hand, and filtered 
through another mind, from the Christian preacher. But there 
are many other elements of the Christian system which are much 
more central and powerful in sustaining their Christian vitality. 
Why? Because of the facts just mentioned. Partly the indefi- 
niteness and uncertainty of the place which is left to the Bible, 
after the assaults of criticism, and in the midst of other scriptures. 
But primarily and mainly because of the misuse of the Bible, 
whereby it has not been made to unite itself to life, has not been 
coordinated with their common sense, their mental and spiritual 
observation. They find that they can get along without it. Then 
comes the theorist and manufactures a doctrine which justifies 
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them in their practices. Thus this age has seen the rise of various 
schools of thought which, in many respects, differ as widely as 
possible, but agree in this, that the Bible is not essential to suc- 
cessful Christian living. 

These theories are all wrong and these practices are surely to 
end in disaster. The feeling which prompts them cannot but be 
temporary, and will pass away with sober reflection and more 
careful study. We cannot get along without the Bible. Scrip- 
ture has a radical, a fundamental service to do for religion. 
Take, for example, three of its more important features and ask 
their message for the present age : ( i ) The delineation of the 
life of Christ contained in the Gospels is of perennial importance, 
and a careful study of it is fundamental to Christian knowledge 
and experience. Without constant return to its marvelous pic- 
tures, its vivid and accurate details, the Church plunges off into 
false views of the true Christian character, or into an emphasis of 
doctrine as over against life, resulting in a weak and juiceless 
type of service. (2) Another element is the Messianic prophecy, 
which, with its ideal pictures of the future, holds before the 
Church in all ages a higher possibility of achievement centering 
in the fuller manifestation of the Christ — a service simply indis- 
pensable to a growing Christianity, relieving it from the danger 
of narrowness, pointing it onward and upward, forbidding it to 
be satisfied with any one type of excellence already attained. 
(3) The biblical history, with its unexampled series of failures 
and successes carried through under a constant sense of Divine 
guidance, is equally of permanent value to men. It is here that 
the Bible is more clearly unique. Other bibles are not only with- 
out the historic spirit ; they lack, above all, the religio - historic 
spirit of the Old and New Testament Scriptures. If it is to be 
guided thus by the typical experiences of the past to an ideal 
future, the Church must needs hold fast to the Bible. If, in 
and through the past and the future, it is to attain to the supreme 
ideal of character, it must hold fast to the biblical Christ. The 
Church, the individual, cannot do without the Bible. Its pres- 
ence and power are indispensable to existence, not to speak of 
progress. 
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There is a real good to come out of these forces and influ- 
ences which seem to be undermining the Bible. They will, in 
the end, really strengthen its hold upon men. How ? By 
destroying the false views, by overthrowing the worthless bul- 
warks by which men have been trying to assist the Bible. This 
is the real service of rationalism, of criticism, of the study of 
comparative religion. They are to bring out in what the real 
strength of the Scriptures consists. They are to emphasize its 
peculiar uniqueness, not as it is interpreted by the doctors, but 
as it is illuminated by the facts of other religions and the investi- 
gations of science. The wrong uses to which Scripture has been 
put, the wrong tests which have been applied to it, the false 
glory in which it has been enveloped — all receive no mercy at 
the hands of facts such as criticism and comparative religion 
present. But the permanent elements do not suffer, and it is 
just these which make the Bible indispensable and essential to 
the Christian. It must and will be brought into more vital rela- 
tion to men and it will be seen more and more to contain the 
essence of all that the world needs in the way of principles of 
social, national and individual life, in their religious aspect, placed 
in concrete and vital shape for the nourishment of the world. 



